Management of Tracheal Neoplasms.
Patients with tracheal involvement from primary or secondary neoplasms usually present with relatively nonspecific symptoms of cough, wheeze, and shortness of breath. Prompt diagnosis often requires a high index of suspicion. Tomography or computed tomography of the chest will often confirm the presence of a tracheal lesion. A detailed rigid bronchoscopic assessment by an experienced thoracic surgeon is essential for establishing the extent of tracheal involvement. Although advanced tumor stage often precludes surgical resection, the application of current operative techniques allows a significant number of tracheal tumors to be completely excised and primarily reconstructed. Adjuvant radiotherapy is often employed with surgical resection to improve local control and enhance the potential for cure.